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Impact of shop displays on young people

The University of Bristol is running a study and UK children (aged 13-17) of MRFGR – UK panellists are being invited to take part. Below is information about what the task will involve to help you decide whether you are happy for your child to take part. 

Background to the study
Shop displays of products (items on shop shelves) in key areas are likely to attract attention. For example, we might go to the shop to buy milk and bread and end up buying chocolate too because we see it at the counter. Similarly, cigarette displays can increase interest in smoking and shops now have to cover up cigarettes. However, large, colourful displays of e-cigarettes are becoming more common. This study will explore what influence shop displays have on children. 

What will taking part involve?
If you are happy for your child to take part, you will be able to pass the study over to them to complete after reading this information. Taking part is entirely voluntary, if you would prefer that your child does not take part, you do not need to do anything further. 

Your child would be asked to look at a set of shop images, including displays of snack foods, drinks and e-cigarettes, and then answer questions about their interest in different products. It should take approximately 10 minutes to finish. 

Please allow your child to answer questions without others present to encourage them to respond honestly. 
Before starting the task, your child will be provided with information so that they can decide whether they are happy to take part. All information collected as part of the study will be anonymous. Your child will not be asked any personal questions, such as their name or address. This means that no one will be able to know how individual children answered the questions.

What would happen to the results of the research study?
When the study is finished, we will analyse the data and report the findings in a scientific journal or meeting. 

As your child’s study data are anonymous, it will not be possible to identify them from any study reports or presentations, or to remove their data later. At the end of the study, the data will become “open data”. This means that they would be stored in an online database so that it is publicly available and may be used for purposes not related to this research.

Who has funded this work?
This study was funded by a Collaborative Award in Science from the Wellcome Trust (Behaviour Change by Design: 206853/Z/17/Z) and the NIHR Bristol Biomedical Research Centre (BRC) at the University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust and the University of Bristol.

Who has reviewed/approved this work?
This study has received ethics approval from the School of Psychological Science Research Ethics Committee at the University of Bristol (approval code: 260320102302). 

