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Information sheet for Journals
A peer review intervention to minimize discrepancies between preregistrations and published manuscripts: a feasibility study

Your journal is being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether you wish to take part and remember that your participation is voluntary.

What is the purpose of the research?
Published scientific articles often contain incomplete reporting and undisclosed deviations from their original preregistered protocols. We developed a structed peer review process to improve transparent reporting and to minimize discrepancies between preregistered protocols and published article. This study aims to assess the feasibility of implementing this structured addition to peer review.

Why has our journal been invited?
Your journal has been invited because it publishes scientific papers that contain preregistered studies.

Does our journal have to take part?
It is up to you as a journal to decide whether to participate and whether to agree to invite members of our team to review manuscripts submitted to your journal. If you do decide to take part, you would be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form on behalf of the journal. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw your journal’s involvement at any time and without giving a reason. A decision to withdraw at any time, or a decision not to take part, would not affect your relationship with the University or be held against you in any way.

How much time will the study take? 
We will aim to return our reviews within two weeks of being invited to perform the review. The main time requirement from the journal will be for action editors to read the reviews we provide, and if they wish to do so, complete a 5 to 15-minute questionnaire after accepting or rejecting a manuscript.

What will the study involve?
When a manuscript that contains a preregistered study is submitted to your journal, the action editor will invite one of our team members to perform ‘discrepancy review’ on the manuscript. This is in addition to the standard peer review process taking place at your journal.
	We will perform the review and submit it in the same way as standard peer review. The review will contain recommendations to the author.
	Upon acceptance or rejection, manuscript authors and the action editor will be asked to complete an optional questionnaire concerning their experience with discrepancy review. 
	If the manuscript is accepted for publication, our research team will assess whether the final publication addressed the comments from discrepancy review. This step requires no additional input from the journal. 
	The full protocol is available at https://osf.io/v4tr6/

What are the possible benefits and risks of taking part?
Your journal, as well as manuscript authors, may benefit from the additional review we provide—although this study should not be treated as a service and benefits are in no way guaranteed. The information we obtain from this study will provide evidence about the feasibility of implementing discrepancy review at scientific journals. We do not foresee any risks associated with taking part.

What if there is a problem? 
Any complaint about the way you have been dealt with during the study or any possible harm you might experience would be addressed. If you are harmed by taking part in this research project, there are no special compensation arrangements. If you are harmed due to someone's negligence, then you may have grounds for legal action, but you may have to pay for it. Regardless of this, if you wish to complain or have any concerns about any aspect of the way you've been approached or treated during the course of this study, please contact Robert Thibault (robert.thibault@bristol.ac.uk).

Will the journal’s participation in this study be kept confidential?
We will include the name of participating journals in reports and other communications of this study. 

What will happen to the results of the research project?
When the project is finished, we will analyse the data and report the findings. We plan to report this in a scientific journal and/or present it at a scientific meeting. If you would like a copy of the final paper, you may request this. Data will be treated in the following ways:

Discrepancy reviews. If your journal does not publish peer reviewer comments, all discrepancy reviews will be stored on a secure password-protected university server and only accessed by the researchers. If your journal does publish peer reviewer comments, the reviews will be stored as open data on the University of Bristol Research Data Repository.
 
Prevalence of discrepancies. We will note whether or not discrepancies are present between the submitted manuscript and the preregistration for various items (e.g., hypothesis, sample size, outcomes). This binary data will be made open on the University of Bristol Research Data Repository.

Questionnaires (multiple-choice). All multiple-choice questions from all questionnaires will be made open data on the University of Bristol Research Data Repository. 

Questionnaires (text boxes). All text box responses to all the questionnaires will be stored as controlled data on the University of Bristol Research Data Repository. This means that, to access these data, bona fide researchers will need to secure a Data Access Agreement from their host institution. With their organisation’s approval, a request for access will be judged by the Bristol Research Data Repository’s Data Access Committee.

All data will be given an ID. This ID will allow the four data types listed above to be linked to each other (i.e., the researcher will be able to identify the discrepancy review, prevalence of discrepancies, and questionnaire data that relate to each other). These IDs and the associated data, when stored on the data repository, will not include identifying information such as manuscript title, submission reference number, author name, or journal editor name. Only the research team will have the key that links these anonymous IDs to identifiable manuscript, journal, or author data. This key will be stored on a secure password-protected university server and only accessed by the researchers. There is the potential that researchers who are permitted access to the controlled data could infer the author, manuscript, or journal. It should be difficult to infer this information from the open data.

What is open data?
Open data are made available, free of charge, to anyone interested in the project, or who wishes to conduct their own analyses of the data. 

Why open data?
Sharing data and findings is considered best scientific practice and is a requirement of many funders and scientific journals. As most research is publicly funded, the findings should be publicly available. Sharing data helps to increase the impact of investment through wider use and encourages new research.

Can the manuscript authors withdraw their study data after they have taken part?
Yes, up until the study ends or the point the data are shared on the data repository.

Who has funded this work?
The project lead, Robert Thibault, is supported by a fellowship from Le Fonds de recherche du Québec – Santé. This project did not receive any additional funding.

Who has reviewed/approved this work?
This project has been granted a favourable ethical opinion from the Faculty of Life Sciences Research Ethics Committee at the University of Bristol (approval code: 28052099462). If you have any concerns related to this project, please direct them to the Psychological Science Human Research Ethics Committee, via Liam McKervey (liam.mckervey@bristol.ac.uk or 0117 928 7841). 

Contact details
If you have any questions about the study, please contact Robert Thibault (robert.thibault@bristol.ac.uk; +44 (0)117 33 17902) at the School of Psychological Science, University of Bristol.

