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School of Experimental Psychology
Information Sheet

Name of Experimenter Katie Joyce
Title of Experiment The impact of image characteristics and cognitive load on locomotion

Aim of research
This experiment will investigate whether cognitive tasks and image characteristics can have an impact on locomotion.
Description of procedure
The experiment is one session that should take approximately one hour. Including preparation time, where motion sensors are fixed to your body, and breaks, the total time you will spend in the laboratory should be no longer than 1½ hrs.
When you arrive, you will be asked to fill in a form requesting some basic details including age, gender, height, leg length and history of any medical conditions that may have affected vision or movement.
You will then be asked to remove your footwear and allow the researcher to attach motion capture devices to your shoulders, hips, knees and each of your bare feet with double sided sticky tape. You will also have the length of your leg measured and an audio recording device attached to your clothes.
In the session, you will be asked to walk to the other end of the laboratory (toward a fixed target location) in the straightest possible way while looking at an image that will be different for each walk. On some walks you will be asked to verbally repeat some pre-set phrases. On these walks a microphone will be recording the audio for later analysis.

Regular breaks may be taken at any time throughout the walking trials. Simply let the experimenter know when you would like to take a break, otherwise there will be two pre-set breaks splitting the walking trials in to three blocks.

Description of risks
This study involves walking around the lab for up to an hour, we therefore ask that participants only take part if they feel they are capable of this. However, similar procedures have been used in this lab without any negative consequences for participants being reported.
Benefits of proposed research
There are no direct benefits to you from participating in this study. However, we hope that this research will provide new insights into the factors that affect our cognitive functioning and consequently, our locomotion. We welcome the opportunity to answer any question you may have about any aspect of this study or your participation in it, either now or after you have completed the session. You can contact the researcher via the email at the top of this page.

Right to withdraw
You are free to withdraw from the research at any stage without penalty, and you can ask for your data to be destroyed before anonymisation for open access (more details below).





Open Access Data studies
A growing number of funding agencies and journals require that the research data is Open Access, i.e. is uploaded into a publicly available online database. Therefore, you need to be aware that your (anonymised) data will become publicly available at the end of this study. 

What will happen to my data?
Your involvement in the study will remain confidential. This information will only be available to research staff and national bodies which monitor whether research studies are conducted properly. Your study data will be anonymised. This means that it will be given an identification number and any identifying information about you will be removed. Therefore, it will not be possible to identify you by name from any aspect of documentation or reporting for this research study. At the end of the study your data will be made “Open Access”. This means that it will be stored in an online database so that it is publicly available.
What is open access?
Open access means that data are made available, free of charge, to anyone interested in the research, or who wishes to conduct their own analysis of the data. We will therefore have no control over how these data are used. However, all data will be anonymised before it is made available and therefore there will be no way to identify you from the research data.
Why open access?
Open access of research data and findings is considered best scientific practice and is a requirement of many funding bodies and scientific journals. As a large proportion of research is publicly funded, the outcomes of the research should be made publicly available. Sharing data helps to maximise the impact of investment through wider use, and encourages new avenues of research

