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Inference and Scientific Methodology Workshop 

 

Participant Information Sheet 

 
Study team (A-Z):  Robbie Clark, James Ladyman, Marcus Munafò 

 

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide, it is important for you 

to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve. Please take time to 

read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask if there is 

anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether 

you wish to take part and remember that your participation is voluntary.  

 

What is the purpose of this research? 

The purpose of this study is to test and refine a workshop on inference and scientific 

methodology. We have designed the workshop to engage researchers in discussion about 

philosophical topics which are often not explicitly taught in typical science curricula, despite 

being central to scientific practice. We hope that the workshop will be beneficial to those at 

postgraduate level and beyond in their research. Our foremost aim is to design useful 

educational materials for scientists. We are therefore running this workshop as part a research 

study, in order to learn whether researchers find the workshop useful and engaging, and how 

it can be improved.   

 

Am I eligible to take part?  

Please read all these criteria carefully and contact Robbie if you have any questions regarding 

your eligibility.  To take part, you should be: 

• Postgraduate research student or research staff at the University of Bristol. 

• Associated with any of these faculties or programmes: 

o Faculty of Life Sciences  

o Faculty of Health Sciences  

o EPSRC Centre for Doctoral Training in Digital Health and Care 

(Note, applications from outside of these faculties or programmes will be considered.) 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
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Do I have to take part? 
It is up to you to decide whether to take part. If you do decide to take part, you will be given 

this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign an online consent form prior to any further 

procedures. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw at any time and without 

giving a reason. A decision to withdraw at any time, or a decision not to take part, would not 

affect your future or be held against you in any way.  However, if you withdraw early you would 

not receive reimbursement for participation. 

 

What would I have to do?  

We are inviting you to participate in an educational workshop as part of a small group, run in 

person at the School of Psychological Science. The workshop will involve two, three-hour 

sessions, split over two weeks. If you agree to participate, you would be asked to complete an 

online questionnaire before session 1 (which takes about 5 minutes). At session 1, you would 

create a ‘methodological schematic’, pictorially representing what the research process looks 

like in your work (see Picture 1 below). The bulk of both workshop sessions would involve a 

highly interactive and discursive seminar on the three types of inference.  

 

This seminar would cover each type of inference (induction, deduction, and abduction) in turn. 

We would cover induction in session 1, after completing our schematics. Session two will focus 

on deduction and abduction. In both sessions, we would discuss numerous examples in order 

to understand how the types of inference are used. We would consider how we use each type 

of inference at each stage of our own research process. In doing so, we would discuss potential 

pitfalls and how to improve the robustness of inferences. The workshop would end with an 

open discussion. After session 2 you would be asked to complete an online feedback 

questionnaire, which takes around 15 minutes.  

 

Picture 1: Very simplified methodological schematic: 

 
 

How long would the workshop last? 

We would ask you to set aside 6 hours for the workshop, and an additional 20 minutes for the 

two questionnaires. Given the intellectual demands of the content, this amount of time is 

necessary. We have split the workshop into two sessions following feedback from our last 

workshop. This length also ensures ample opportunities to pause, consolidate what has been 

covered, and get drinks from the café.  
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Are there any risks or costs associated with participation?  

This workshop will involve a group of up to 20 people meeting in the same room, sharing tables 

with other people, all engaged in discussion with one another. Given the current coronavirus 

pandemic, there is an element of risk which we will attempt to mitigate as best we can. 

 

What measures are in place to reduce the transmission of COVID-19?  

If you choose to participate in this study, you would be asked to visit 12A Priory Road at the 

University of Bristol. As such, we ask that you do not take part if you have been identified as 

extremely clinically vulnerable to COVID-19 by government guidelines. There are a range of 

measures in place to minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission and to make people who visit 

and work within the building safe. Before and after the workshop, desks will be wiped down 

with antibacterial cleaning agents. During the workshop, the windows will be kept open, and 

the mechanical ventilation switched on. Please be assured that the researcher will be 

completing twice weekly lateral flow tests and monitoring their own health and contacts 

carefully. 

 

What measures would I personally have to adhere to? 

On the day of the workshop, you would be asked to provide proof of a negative lateral flow 

COVID-19 test, taken within the last 48 hours. During the workshop, attendees would be 

required to wear masks, unless they have proof of a medical exemption from doing so.  

 

What are the possible benefits of taking part?  

We hope that the workshop will be beneficial to all the attendees, providing an opportunity to 

learn about and discuss topics which are central to philosophy of science. By considering the 

entire research process and the inferences made throughout it, we hope that attendees will 

come away with new ideas for how best to conceptualise their past and future research. 

Feedback from attendees at our workshop in December 2021 was very positive in this regard. 

Those who attend both sessions and complete the post-workshop questionnaire will be 

awarded a £30 voucher as thanks for their time.   

 

What if there is a problem?  

If you wish to complain or have any concerns about any aspect of the way you've been 

approached or treated during the course of this study, please direct them to the School of 

Psychological Science Human Research Ethics Committee, via Liam McKervey  

liam.mckervey@bristol.ac.uk or 0117 9287841.  

 

Would my taking part in this study be kept confidential?  

Yes. Your name and email would be kept securely by the study team and would not be shared 

publicly or with other research groups. On occasion, this information may be made available 

to university research staff and government bodies which monitor whether research studies 

are performed properly. However, this would only be in the context of monitoring and this 

mailto:liam.mckervey@bristol.ac.uk


4 
 

 

information would not be used to contact you or to make your participation in this study 

known.  

 

This research study will adhere to General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) and the Data 

Protection Act (DPA) 2018. We would be using information from you in order to undertake this 

study and would act as the data controller for this. This means that we would be responsible 

for looking after your information and using it properly. We would keep your name and email 

address until up to one year after the study, but this would not be shared or be part of your 

study data. If you agree to take part in a study, data about you will be processed for a task in 

the public interest, which is consistent with the University Charter for scientific research.  

 

How would the information I provide be used?   

Personal data, such as your name and email address would be kept private at all times. They 

would be stored on password protected university devices by the research team until up to 

one year after end of the study, at which point they would be permanently deleted. These data 

would be kept so that we have a record of who attended which session (in case we run multiple 

workshop sessions), and also so that we could contact attendees in the future should we wish 

to collect follow-up information about the workshop or inform them about future study 

developments (such as new workshops, resulting publications, etc).  

 

Study data would be collected through two surveys, as well as other materials generated 

before and during the workshop (such as methodological schematics and notes made by 

Robbie during discussions). These would be de-identified, so that your responses would not be 

attributable to you. These study data would be used for our 

analysis, which may be presented in a report, journal article or conference presentation. De-

identified images (such as methodological schematics) may also be presented. At the end of 

the study, the de-identified study data would be uploaded to the University of 

Bristol’s secure Research Data Repository as FAIR data*.  

 

* FAIR Data means that they will adhere to the principles of being Findable, Accessible, 

Interoperable, and Reusable (https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/). This means the data 

would be accessible and usable by anyone under the National Archives' Non-Commercial 

Government Licence for public sector information. To read more about the University of 

Bristol’s Research Data Repository, visit: https://www.bristol.ac.uk/staff/researchers/data/ 

 

Could I withdraw consent during the study?  

Participation in research is always voluntary, and you may withdraw your consent at any point 

during the workshop. You could do this by simply asking to leave and withdraw any information 

collected. You do not need to provide a reason for declining or withdrawing consent.  

 

 

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/non-commercial-government-licence/non-commercial-government-licence.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/non-commercial-government-licence/non-commercial-government-licence.htm
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/staff/researchers/data/
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Could I withdraw my study data after I have participated in the study?  

Yes. If you decided that you did not want your data to be used, you could contact Robbie and 

request that your data were withdrawn. You could do this up to one month after the workshop. 

Beyond one month after the workshop, it is likely that links between your identity and your 

anonymised data set would already be destroyed, and therefore we would no longer be able 

to withdraw your data as we would no longer be able to identity which data set is yours. 

 

Who is organising and funding the research?  

Robbie Clark is the guarantor and coordinator of the study. James Ladyman and 

Marcus Munafò supervise the project. All members of the study team contributed to the 

development of the project design. This work is funded by the SWDTP ESRC, which pays RC's 

stipend.  

 

Who has reviewed the study?  

The name of the ethics committee which reviews our applications is the School of Psychological 

Science Human Research Ethics Committee, (which is a subcommittee of the Faculty of Life 

Sciences Ethics Committee). Ethics reference ID: 10419.  

 

Who do I contact to ask further questions?  

If you have any questions about this study, please feel free to contact Robbie Clark 

at robbie.clark.2018@bristol.ac.uk. 

 

mailto:robbie.clark.2018@bristol.ac.uk

